
Salem Hyde FTO Board Meeting Minutes 

 

October 4, 2022, 6:00 pm.  Meeting held in the Salem Hyde Elementary School library. 

 

Attendance: Melanie Emery (co-chair), Claire Joyce (co-chair), Deborah Ketola (co-treasurer), Jayme 

Wonderland (co-treasurer), Christine Dunne (secretary), Stephanie Lilly, Becky Groat (over Zoom), 

Melissa Hidek, and Dan Karleski. (Board members Janay Huffman, Chrissy Lefkus, and Charina Turner 

were absent.) 

 

The board discussed the recent back to school BBQ, which was deemed a success and generated a 

$1,559 profit for the FTO. Members said they would split up writing thank you notes to food, raffle prize, 

and Amazon Wish List donors. The FTO now has $2,845 in its bank account.  

 

Some ideas for future BBQs include better signage for any outside games/activities and a more 

staggered arrival (if possible) of teacher volunteers—who were coming from the open house event 

preceding the BBQ. 

 

Claire Joyce and Melanie Emery provided an overview of upcoming events and initiatives that would 

benefit from a leader. First, a volunteer coordinator is needed—who would help put together a 

volunteer database and reach out to volunteers for different events. Having more volunteers is crucial 

for all the FTO projects taking place this school year. Becky Groat said that teachers could be given 

signup sheets they’d make available for parents visiting their classroom (for example, for parent/teacher 

conferences). 

 

Leaders are also needed to maintain the school’s clothing closets (which Deborah Ketola volunteered to 

do), serve as a Superintendent Parent Council alternate (which Stephanie Lilly agreed to do), and 

organize the Halloween costume giveaway—which provides costumes to children who may not have 

one otherwise. For the Halloween event, people are needed to post requests for donations on social 

media, collect the costumes, sort them, set up distribution tables (the morning of Saturday, October 29), 

and give them out on Halloween morning before the school parade. 

 

Stephanie Lilly, Jayme Wonderland, and Christine Dunne said they would help with the Halloween 

costume effort.  

 

Other volunteer opportunities include lending a hand at picture day on October 17, 2022 (one-hour slots 

are available), helping with a possible school yearbook (which could be made/ordered through BJK 

Photos, the school picture company), and selling Gertrude Hawk chocolate bars at school on Election 

Day—and on other occasions.  

 

The board then discussed the roller skating party planned for November 18 from 6-8 p.m. Deborah 

Ketola had spoken to a company that rents out the roller skates and provides music. Her contact said 

that rentals cost $4.75 each. Since no admission will be charged, board members decided that a $6 fee 

for roller skating makes sense—as a way to make some money. In addition, popcorn, cotton candy, and 

chocolate will be available for purchase. 



 

Another topic of conversation was the holiday shoppes, which pre-Covid had been conducted annually 

and run by Amanda Murphy. She has decided to step down from her role organizing the event; as such, 

she asked the FTO if they wanted to run it. Board members decided not to take on this project—at least 

this year, and instead focus on the other planned activities and fundraisers. 

 

One fundraiser expected to raise a significant amount of money is penny wars (where several teachers 

compete to raise the most money, and the winner must do some kind of challenge), which will now be 

taking place in February right before school break. The group also mentioned the possibility of throwing 

an adults-only fundraiser at a bar or restaurant, which could give parents a nice opportunity to meet one 

another.  

 

Claire Joyce then brought up the “Arbor Day” planting scheduled for October 13, which will involve 21 

trees being planted around the Salem Hyde playground. 

 

The meeting ended at 7:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

 


